
 
Texas Instruments Foundation 

Innovations in STEM Teaching Award 

 
For Science, Technology, Engineering and Math Classroom Teachers 

 

You have been recommended by your principal to apply for the second annual Texas Instruments  
Foundation Innovations in STEM Teaching Award to honor classroom teachers who are greatly 
enhancing student achievement and increasing interest in their science, technology, engineering 
and math (STEM) classrooms.  This award carries with it a $10,000 cash prize, half for you 
personally and half for technology or professional development.  Please complete these questions 
and share your insights about your class and teaching style. 
 
DIRECTIONS (applications that do not comply with these requirements may be disqualified):   

¶ Use no more than 1/2 page (8 ½ by 11) for each response.  

¶ Use 12 point Times Roman font, double space your answers and have a one inch margin per 
page 

¶ Include your name and school at the top of each page, along with a page number. 

¶ Turn in completed application to your principal.   

¶ Principals, please include a one page letter of recommendation. 
 
Question 1 
What makes your classroom unique and effective?  Give specific examples. 
 
Question 2 
Why are you excited about your subject?  
 
Question 3 
Other than test scores, what measures of success do you use to know your students are 
progressing to the best of their abilities?  Please provide specific data to support.   
 
Question 4 
Besides your normal classroom duties, what else are you involved in on your campus?  Within your 
district?  Your subject matter? 
 
Question 5 
What do you consider to be the major educational issue within your subject?   
 
 
Principals, please remember to include a one page recommendation  
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Who is Eligible? 
 

Any science, technology, engineering or math classroom teacher in the Dallas Independent School 
District in grades 7-12, who has taught for a minimum of three years 
 

Application Process 

 

¶ Call for application will be issued by Dallas Education Foundation to all secondary principals. 

¶ Principal makes recommendation of one teacher per campus who should apply.  Nominated 
teachers must have a minimum of three years classroom teaching experience. 

¶ Teacher completes and principal submits application, with recommendation, by Friday, 
January 18, 2008 (extended deadline), at 5:00 p.m. to Dallas Education Foundation, 3700 
Ross Avenue, Box 108, Dallas, Texas  75204 

¶ Selection committee reviews applications and makes classroom visits in spring 2008. 

¶ Seven Dallas ISD winners chosen and announced in spring 2008. 
 

Prize Selections 

 
A combination of a cash prize  

¶ $5,000 in cash for classroom teacherôs personal use,  
and 

¶ Technology to enhance your classroom or department valued at $5,000, or 

¶ Professional development for you or your teaching team valued at $5,000 or 

¶ Any combination of technology and professional development totaling $5,000 in value. 
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Information Section 

 
Name (Ms. Mr. Dr.)  ___________________________________________________________________  
 
Home Address:   

Street  ____________________________________________________________________________  

City  __________________________State  ____________________Zip _______________________  

Telephone  _______________________________ Email  ___________________________________  

School where you currently teach ______________________________________________________  

Street  ____________________________________________________________________________  

City  __________________________State  ____________________Zip _______________________   

Telephone  _______________________________ Email  ___________________________________  

I teach (check all that apply):  

Ǐ  Science Ǐ  7th grade Ǐ 11th grade 

Ǐ  Technology Ǐ  8th grade Ǐ 12th grade 

Ǐ  Engineering Ǐ  9th grade 

Ǐ  Math Ǐ  10th grade 

Courses you teach:  __________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________  

 

School Demographics in percentages    Caucasian   African American  

  Hispanic  Other  Economically disadvantaged 

   ESL 

What is the TEA rating of your school?   

    Exemplary                    Recognized                       Academically Acceptable                         Unacceptable 

 

Your Educational Background 

Universities or colleges  ________________________________________________________________  

Location(s)  ___________________________ Degree(s)  _____________________________________  

Year(s)  ________________  Field(s) of Study ______________________________________________  

 

Principalõs Name (Ms. Mr. Dr.)  _________________________________________________________  

Telephone ____________________________  School fax ____________________________________  

Email ____________________________________________  
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